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Overview 
 

Product Insights 
 

 European HDPE prices remain stable 

this week  

 Customers had anticipated additional 

price reductions, but a trader noted 

that demand appeared to have 

increased despite the holidays. HDPE 

prices show mixed sentiment in Asia 

amid holidays. 

 The free delivered NWE unimodal film 

grade HDPE spot prices were down 

by Eur30/mt and were assessed at 

Eur920-950/mt during the week  

 Latin American HDPE prices decline 

this week. 

 The US's competitive bids pushed 

down the price of high-density 

polyethylene  

 Asian Ethylene prices remains stable 

this week 
 

Global Polymer Prices 
 

 Asian HDPE prices increase this week. 

 

 Brent September crude futures at $79.5/b, up 

$1.16/b from the previous day.  

 

 China still controls the majority of global 

demand, accounting for around 39% of trade 

flows and futures. 

 

 US HDPE spot prices decline this week. 

 

 HDPE blowmolding for rail cars for 33 cents/lb, 

while producer offers were heard on July 6 and 

7 for 34 cents/lb. 
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HIGH-DENSITY POLYETHYLENE SPOT PRICES (FEA/SEA/SA)                                                 
USD/MT 

 
Assessment 

 
Basis 

 
Lower Price 

Higher 

Price 

Price  

Change 

 
HDPE Blow Moulding  

 
CFR South East Asia 

 
920 

 
950 

 
+10 

 
HDPE Blow Moulding  

 
CFR Far East Asia 

 
890 

 
920 

 
+10 

 
HDPE Blow Moulding  

 
CFR India 

 
990 

 
1010 

 
+30 

 
HDPE Blow Moulding  

 
CFR Pakistan 

 
1000 

 
1030 

 
  00 

 

   HDPE Blow Moulding  
 

         CFR Sri Lanka 

 

1010 

 

          1040 

 

           00 

 

   HDPE Blow Moulding  
 

         CFR Bangladesh 

 

970 

 

          1000 

 

          +10 

 

   HDPE Film 

 

        CFR South East Asia 

 

930 

 

           960 

 

          +10 

 

   HDPE Film 

 

        CFR Far East Asia 

 

900 

 

           930 

 

          +10 

 
 HDPE Film 

 
CFR India 

 
990 

 
1010 

 
          +30 

 

   HDPE Film 
 

         CFR Pakistan 

 

1000 

 

          1030 

 

           00 

 

   HDPE Film 
 

         CFR Sri Lanka 

 

1010 

 

          1040 

 

           00 

 

   HDPE Film 
 

         CFR Bangladesh 

 

980 

 

           1010 

 

          +10 

 

   HDPE Injection 

 

        CFR South East Asia 

 

920 

 

           950 

 

          +10 

 

   HDPE Injection 

 

        CFR Far East Asia 

 

890 

 

           910 

 

          +10 

 

   HDPE Injection 

 

         CFR India 

 

970 

 

           1000 

 

          +30 

 

   HDPE Injection 

 

         CFR Pakistan 

 

990 

 

           1010 

 

           00 

 

   HDPE Injection 

 

         CFR Sri Lanka 

 

990 

 

           1020 

 

           00 

 

   HDPE Injection 

 

         CFR Bangladesh 

 

960 

 

           990 

 

          +10 

 

   HDPE Yarn 

 

        CFR South East Asia 

 

930 

 

           960 

 

          +10 

 

   HDPE Yarn 

 

        CFR Far East Asia 

 

900 

 

           930 

 

          +10 

 

   HDPE Yarn 

 

         CFR India 
 

970 

 

           1000 

 

          +30 

 

   HDPE Yarn 
 

         CFR Pakistan 

 

990 

 

           1010 

 

           00 

 

   HDPE Yarn 
 

         CFR Sri Lanka 

 

1010 

 

           1040 

 

           00 

 

   HDPE Yarn 
 

         CFR Bangladesh 

 

960 

 

           990 

 

          +10 

 
Note: CFR (Cost and Freight) 
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HIGH-DENSITY POLYETHYLENE SPOT PRICES (EUROPE & TURKEY)                                      
USD/MT 

 
Assessment 

 
Basis 

 
Lower Price 

Higher 

Price 

Price  

Change 

 
HDPE Blow Moulding 

 
FD NWE 

 
910 

 
  940 

 
 00 

 
HDPE Blow Moulding 

 
FCA Antwerp 

 
890 

 
 920 

 
 00 

 
HDPE Blow Moulding 

 
CFR Turkey 

 
900 

 
 930 

 
 00 

 
HDPE Film 

 
FD NWE 

 
920 

 
 950 

 
-30 

 

   HDPE Film 

 

         FCA Antwerp 

 

900 

 

           930 

 

         -30 

 

   HDPE Film 

 

        CFR Turkey 

 

910 

 

           940 

 

          00 

 

   HDPE Injection 

 

        FD NWE 

 

880 

 

           910 

 

         -30 

 

   HDPE Injection 

 

         FCA Antwerp 

 

860 

 

           890 

 

          00 

 

   HDPE Injection 

 

        CFR Turkey 

 

890 

 

           920 

 

          00 

 

Note: FD (Free Delivered) NWE (North West Europe) FCA – Free Carrier (Place of Delivery) CFR (Cost and Freight) Note: FD NWE 

denotes FD Germany 

HIGH-DENSITY POLYETHYLENE SPOT PRICES (USA & LATIN AMERICA)                                
USD/MT 

 
Assessment 

 
Basis 

 
Lower 
Price 

Higher 

Price 

Price  

Change 

 
HDPE Blow 
Moulding  

 
CFR West Coast South 
America 

 
       900 

 
    930 

 
-10 

 
HDPE Blow 
Moulding  

 
FAS Houston 

 
       810 

 
    840 

 
-22 

 
HDPE Blow 
Moulding  

 
CFR Brazil 

 
  960 

 
    990 

 
-20 

 
HDPE Film  

 
CFR West Coast South 
America 

 
  950 

 
    980 

 
 00 

 

   HDPE Film  
 

          FAS Houston 

 

        850 

 

             870 

 

          -33 

 

   HDPE Film  
 

         CFR Brazil 
 

        970 

 

            1000 

 

           -25 

 

   HDPE Injection 

 

         CFR West Coast South America 

 

        900 

 

            930 

 

           -10 

 

   HDPE Injection 

 

          FAS Houston 

 

        810 

 

            840 

 

           -22 

 

   HDPE Injection 

 

         CFR Brazil 
 

        960 

 

            990 

 

           -20 

 
Note: FAS – Free Alongside Ship (Port of Shipment) FOB (Free on Board) CFR (Cost and Freight) 
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Asian HDPE prices increase this week 

In several Asian locations, the HDPE market increased in the week leading due to some restocking 

demand. At the end of the day on July 12 in Asia, Brent September crude futures at $79.5/b, up 

$1.16/b from the previous day. Asia's polymer demand prognosis remained unclear. 

Market participants reported that the demand for packaging was consistent while the demand for 

agricultural products was weak to stable and somewhat optimistic for the customary peak 

manufacturing season of September to October. 

Players said that while medical demand was high, demand for consumer goods, consumer 

durables, and construction was sluggish. China still controls the majority of global demand, 

accounting for around 39% of trade flows and futures. 

The majority of the demand comes from Asia. Asia dominates the worldwide market and provides 

pricing benchmarks.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HIGH-DENSITY POLYETHYLENE SPOT PRICES (MIDDLE EAST)                                USD/MT 

 
Assessment 

 
Basis 

 
Lower Price 

Higher 

Price 

Price  

Change 

 
HDPE Blow Moulding  

 
CFR Middle East 

 
1040 

 
1070 

 
00 

 
HDPE Film 

 
CFR Middle East 

 
1020 

 
1050 

 
00 

 
HDPE Injection 

 
CFR Middle East 

 
1020 

 
1050 

 
00 

 

Note: FOB Middle East prices are from Al-Jubail (Saudi Arabia) to Shanghai (China) for a standard 20-foot container. Note: AED Price 

Calculation - USD x 3.67 (For example: USD 1500 x 3.67 = AED 5,505) 
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European HDPE prices remain stable this week 

The week leading witnessed little movement on the spot market for European high-density 

polyethylene because there was little buyer interest. Customers had anticipated additional price 

reductions, but a trader noted that demand appeared to have increased despite the holidays. 

In the week leading, demand in the European HDPE market remained subpar. Although there was 

a little improvement in demand in July over June, which saw modest volume movement, several 

market participants noted that demand has remained poor overall. Because so much of the need 

was hand-to-mouth, it was difficult to predict when demand would pick up again. 

Despite decreased European output, supply was still abundant. Despite these bad fundamentals, 

the European HDPE market was deemed firmer and more stable than the European LDPE and 

LLDPE markets, which have been under more pressure. The market length and weak demand 

continued to exert pressure on the market and pricing. Due to the intense downward cost pressure 

experienced in the LDPE market, the European LDPE grade is regarded as being weaker than the 

European HDPE injection grade. 

The free delivered NWE unimodal film grade HDPE spot prices were down by Eur30/mt and were 

assessed at Eur920-950/mt during the week. The FD NWE blow-molding grade HDPE spot prices 

were stable and were assessed at Eur910-940/mt during the week. The FD NWE injection grade 

HDPE spot prices were stable and were assessed at Eur880-910/mt during the week. 

  

        US HDPE spot prices decline this week 

Prices for blowmolding and film grades of US spot export high-density polyethylene decreased 

compared to a week earlier, as market comments suggested weak demand. A distributor confirmed 

the pricing of HDPE blowmolding for rail cars for 33 cents/lb, while producer offers were heard on 

July 6 and 7 for 34 cents/lb. 

US International Trade Commission data issued on July 10 shows that May HDPE exports 

increased 6% from May 2022 and 12% from April 2023. 14% of May's exports went to China, 

followed by 20% to Mexico. Despite an increase in sector margins, Shell anticipates recording a 

second straight quarterly loss. 
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 The FAS Houston blow molding HDPE prices were down by $22/mt le during the week and were 

measured at $810-840/mt. The FAS Houston HDPE injection grade prices were stable during the 

week and were measured at $830-860/mt.  

The FAS Houston film-grade HDPE prices were down by $33/mt during the week and were 

measured at $840-870/mt.and film grades of US spot export high-density polyethylene decreased 

compared to a week earlier, as market comments suggested weak demand. A distributor confirmed 

the pricing of HDPE blowmolding for rail cars for 33 cents/lb, while producer offers were heard on 

July 6 and 7 for 34 cents/lb. 

 US International Trade Commission data issued on July 10 shows that May HDPE exports 

increased 6% from May 2022 and 12% from April 2023. 14% of May's exports went to China, 

followed by 20% to Mexico. Despite an increase in sector margins, Shell anticipates recording a 

second straight quarterly loss. 

The FAS Houston blow molding HDPE prices were down by $22/mt le during the week and were 

measured at $810-840/mt. The FAS Houston HDPE injection grade prices were stable during the 

week and were measured at $830-860/mt. The FAS Houston film-grade HDPE prices were down 

by $33/mt during the week and were measured at $840-870/mt.. 

 

Latin American HDPE prices decline this week 

This week, prices for HDPE grades were generally lower for the West Coast of South America, 

Brazil, and Mercosur. 

WCSA CFR: The US's competitive bids pushed down the price of high-density polyethylene, but 

Asian proposals were still being received at higher prices when compared to USGC levels. 

However, activity levels were increasing in China, India, and Southeast Asia. The player mentioned 

that Latin America would see a pricing floor as a result of these rising prices. This week, the price 

for high-density polyethylene film-grade was determined to be $950-980/mt, unchanged from the 

previous week. 

Brazil: Customer demand was at rock bottom and was dragging down the price of CFR HDPE film. 

An unfavourable macroeconomic outlook, a lack of customer enthusiasm for house improvements, 

and high Brazilian inflation that reduced spending power all contributed to lower HDPE demand. 

There is a lot of material available on the domestic market, and costs are significantly lower than 

they were last month. The spot HDPE film prices assessed at $970-1,000/ mt, down $25/m 
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Feedstock 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ETHYLENE SPOT PRICES (FEA/SEA/SA)                                                                                        
USD/MT 

 
Assessment 

 
Basis 

 
Lower Price 

Higher 

Price 

Price  

Change 

 
Ethylene  

 
CFR South East Asia 

 
710 

 
740 

 
00 

 
Ethylene  

 
CFR India 

 
700 

 
730 

 
00 

 
Ethylene  

 
FOB Korea 

 
720 

 
750 

 
00 

 
Ethylene  

 
FOB Japan 

 
710 

 
740 

 
00 

 
Note: FOB (Free on Board) CFR (Cost and Freight). 

ETHYLENE SPOT PRICES (EUROPE)                                                                                        
USD/MT 

 
Assessment 

 
Basis 

 
Lower Price 

Higher 

Price 

Price  

Change 

 
Ethylene  

 
FD NWE 

 
530 

 
560 

 
-30 

 
Ethylene  

 
CIF NWE 

 
590 

 
620 

 
-20 

 
Note: FD (Free Delivered) NWE (North West Europe) CIF (Cost, Insurance, and Freight) 

ETHYLENE SPOT PRICES (USA)                                                                                        USD/MT 

 
Assessment 

 
Basis 

 
Lower Price 

Higher 

Price 

Price  

Change 

 
Ethylene  

 
FD US Gulf 

 
15 

 
    16 

 
00 

 
Note: FD (Free Delivered) 
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Plastic Updates: Open Market Prices for 17th July 2023 
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COMPLIANCE: Plastic Updates is compliant with applicable federal and state laws and regulations including applicable 
competition laws. In providing a market intelligence tool to its subscribers, Plastic Updates is mindful of not exposing its 
subscribers or itself to legal risks. 
 
The pricing analysts at Plastic Updates follow a strict compliance system which is subject to an internal process audit. 
The methodology, standards, process, and policies followed by Plastic Updates are subject to regular review and 
compliance checks. 
 
Plasticupdates.com process is objective and impartial. While staying committed to providing relevant information to its 
subscribers, Plastic Updates tries to maintain a competitively healthy and transparent process through independently 
sourced information in a highly fragmented market. 
 
Plastic Updates.com is merely a market intelligence services provider and is not involved in the actual transactions 
between Buyers and Sellers. The market intelligence that is gathered, collated and presented by Plastic Updates is for 
reference and information purposes only. Forecasts/updates provided by Plastic Updates is only one of the methods 
used by subscribers to obtain 
reliable price information. 
 
Plasticupdates.com strives to conduct its business with honesty and integrity. Its aim is to reduce information asymmetry 
in a fragmented market. 
 
Appropriate legal safeguards are implemented by Plastic Updates to ensure that the information provided by it is not 
used for the purposes of market manipulation. Plastic Updates maintains the confidentiality of its sources and 
independently verifies all information it receives/ gathers. 


